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Cooperatives participate in Youth Day
 Senator Dale Righter met with 
students representing Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative during the 
Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperatives Youth Day on 
Wednesday, April 13 in Springfield. 
More than 225 students from around 
Illinois had an opportunity to visit the 
State Capitol, view state government 
in action and question their legislators 
on key issues. They also were invited 
into the office of Secretary of State 
Jesse White. 
 During lunch, Treasurer Michael 
Frerichs addressed students and chap-
erones and challenged them to take 
an interest in the political process 
and encouraged them to follow their 
dreams and do what interests them 
because life can take interesting turns 
and twists. Jyostna Bitra, the 2015-16 
Illinois Youth Leadership Council 
Representative from Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation, spoke about her experi-
ence on the Youth to Washington tour 
and challenged attendees to main-
tain an interest in their cooperatives 
and the political process. While in 
Springfield, the students also visited 

the Supreme Court, Old State Capitol, 
and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Museum. 
 At the end of the day the students 
were interviewed for the chance to 
participate in the Youth to Washington 
Tour from June 10-17, 2016.

 Youth Day is designed to introduce 
young rural leaders to state govern-
ment. There were 24 co-ops from 
across the state represented at the 
event.

Above (First row, L-R): Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative Manager of 
Marketing and Member Services Sam Adair, Paisley Meyer, Shandon Herschberger, 
Mackenzie Melton, Payton Wellbaum, Layden Butler and Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative Warehouseman Drew Haumesser. (Back row, L-R): Sen. Righter, 
Logan Kelpzig, T.J. Poehler, Jimmy Lopez and Nick Helms.
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P.O. Box 709 (104 Dewitt Ave., East)
Mattoon, Illinois 61938

Phone: 217/235-0341 or
Toll-Free: 1-888-661-CMEC (2632)

Office hours:
Monday-Friday 

7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m.

Chairman
Jeffery D. Hudson ............. Charleston

Vice Chairperson
Debbie Albin ........................Mattoon

Secretary
John Bowers ...................... Lovington

Treasurer
Philip Meyer .......................... Sullivan

Director
Dean Robison .....................Windsor
Steve Shrader .......................Westfield
Scott Uphoff .........................Mattoon

President/CEO
Kim Leftwich

To report an outage

•  First check your fuses or circuit 
breakers and see if your neighbors 
have power.

•  If the problem appears to be with 
the cooperative's lines, call the 
office at the toll free number  
(888-661-2632), give the name 
the service is listed under, and 
report any hazardous conditions.

A publication of Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative

Board Report
 A regular meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative was held at the offices of 
the Cooperative at 104 Dewitt Avenue, 
East, Mattoon, Illinois at 7pm on the 
25th day of February, 2016, pursu-
ant to notice duly given. The meeting 
was called to order by Jeff Hudson, 
Chairman. After calling the roll, the 
following directors were present: Scott 
Uphoff, Philip Meyer, Jeff Hudson, 
Steve Shrader, Debbie Albin, Dean 
Robison, John Bowers being a quorum 
of the directors of the Cooperative. 
Also present were Kim Leftwich 
- President/CEO, Amy Borntrager – 
Chief Financial Officer, Jim Wallace – 
Director of  Operations & Engineering, 
and Darla Powell – Director of Human 
Resources/Office Manager. 
 SmartHub, the new application 
by National Information Solutions 
Cooperative (NISC) was introduced 
to our members and reviewed by the 
Board. SmartHub allows members to 
easily access their accounts through 
our website or a free downloadable 
app onto their smartphones or iPads. 
Through SmartHub they can look at 
past and present bills, view usage in real 
time and make payments. The newly 
formatted Website was presented and 
discussed by all of the Board. 
 Motion was made by Uphoff approve 
the agenda as submitted. Motion sec-
onded. Motion carried.
 Motion was made by Bowers to 
approve the Consent Calendar as sub-
mitted, including the new members 
and the February Safety & Training 
report, 02/28/2016 Regular Board 
meeting minutes and the 03/16/16 
Special Board meeting minutes. 
Motion seconded. Motion passed.
 Motion was made by Shrader to go 
into Executive Session for the Legal 
Report. Motion seconded. Motion 
carried.
 Motion was made by Shrader to 
come out of Executive Session. Motion 
seconded. Motion passed.
 Amy Borntrager gave the financial 
report. Amy Borntrager provided 

a comprehensive update on the 
Cooperative’s financial position for the 
month ending February 2016.  The 
storm damage from February 24 & 
25 affected the financials but the full 
impact will not be seen until the March 
month end.  In addition she noted she 
was preparing for the annual external 
audit. 
 The Board toured the Anixter 
facilities and reviewed the presentation 
from earlier in the meeting. Anixter 
presented Vendor Managed Inventory 
(VMI) to the Board. Staff has been 
investigating this process and how it 
could reduce the investment of inven-
tory for CMEC as well as increase 
material availability. 
 Steve Shrader reported on the AIEC 
Board Meeting. He brought back 
a certificate of achievement for the 
CMEC employees for Best Lost Time 
Record – 2015 and presented it to Kim 
Leftwich.
 Scott Uphoff and Kim Leftwich 
reported on the PPI Board Meeting. 
Prairie State was discussed.
 The upcoming CoBank Forum 
was discussed. CoBank is a lender 
for Cooperatives. This will be held in 
Colorado Springs in July. Out of state 
travel was discussed and the interest 
levels of attendance for the Board were 
polled.
 Motion was made by Shrader to 
allow Scott Uphoff and Dean Robison 
to attend the CoBank meeting. The 
Motion passed 3-1 with Director 
Meyer voting no and Directors Uphoff 
and Robison abstaining from the vote.
 Kim Leftwich gave the President/
CEO report. 

CFO Panel – NRECA /CFC
 ■Amy Borntrager is scheduled to 
participate in the CFO forum 
April 14th. Great opportunity to 
showcase CMEC and for personal 
development.

Mattoon Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Night

 ■CEO and Staff attended the annual 
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Chamber awards program March 
5th. Seated with CMEC members 
for the evening.

Mattoon Rotary Club Meeting 
 ■CEO attended the club luncheon 
March 7th and provided a presenta-
tion on the cooperative model and 
CMEC. Described growth of tech-
nology use and application within 
CMEC and future applications.

Charleston Community Update 
Breakfast

 ■Staff participated in the community 
update on March 10th learning 
much about the state of matters in 
Charleston

Storm Recovery (February 24-25): 
Ameren Response

 ■Robert Reynolds, PPI, and Kim 
Leftwich met with Ameren 
Transmission District 4 leadership 
on March 15th to discuss concerns 
regarding insufficient communica-
tions during the storm and poten-
tial systemic equipment issues on 
Ameren owned facilities.
 ■Ameren agreed to additional commu-
nications protocols; Ameren denied 
any systemic equipment issues, but 
acknowledged multiple outages 
experienced by CMEC resulted from 
Ameren equipment failure. Robert 
and I documented discussions for 
reference should future unsatisfactory 
performance occur.

Class E
 ■Entrepreneurial class of Charleston/
Mattoon visited CMEC March 18th 
for a presentation and tour of the our 
facilities; focused on innovation and 
technological applications advanced 
by CMEC

 
Lake Land College Annual Donor 
Recognition Reception
CEO and Staff attended the annual 
program on March 17th. Well attended 
event with special recognition of major 
donors.

April Key Accounts Luncheon (April 
7th)

 ■Performed contacts with potential 
attendees to verify participation and 
confirmed attendance
 ■Met with SBLHS to confirm room 
set-up and menu selections

LED Lighting
 ■541 LED security lights have been 
installed, replacing 393 HPs and 128 
MV lights; Bids are being sought for 
higher watt floodlight replacements.

Engineering
 ■Visited EJ Water in Dieterich to 
discuss implementation of their GIS 
program for field assets; discussed 
lessons learned and Lake Land 
College support for implementation.
 ■Annual Work Order inspection will 
be performed 3/31 with Toth & 
Associates
 ■David Welsh has been awarded the 
Engineering/SCADA Technician 
position
 ■Meet April 6th with PPI and other 
coop members to discuss provision of 
a common SCADA system

Operations
 ■Michael Stuckey, journeyman 
lineman, began employment 3/7. 
Presently reviewing the Operations 
Department organization.
 ■New crew bucket truck has been 
ordered; selected a 55’ Altec unit on 
an International chassis; delivery 
likely by the end of the year.
 ■Presently coordinating with PPI to 
accomplish the R switch replacement 
at the time we reinstall the Lake 
Land substation transformer.
 ■All outside employees are set up 
with a phone and Bluetooth device; 
On-Call truck has an iPad mounted 
in the cab providing complete map 
access.

Rural-Urban Day
 ■Amy Borntrager, Sam Adair and 
KBL attended the annual Rural 
Urban Day luncheon on March 28th.

Cooperative Response Center
 ■Working to integrate AMI capabili-
ties with CRC so they may remote 
disconnect/reconnect, perform volt-
age readings, etc.
 ■Acquired a phone “patch” so that 
CRC may directly notify on-call or 
other line personnel through our 
radios.

CMEC Connect
 ■Over 200 customers with monthly 
revenues exceeding $11,700.
 ■Tower upgrades are planned for 
Sullivan, Ashmore and Union 
Center towers in 2016; will add new 
Cambium equipment which provides 
much higher speeds (20mbps) and 
allows us to load the towers with 
more customers.
 ■Begun deploying “spur” sites; new 
equipment allows us to install ancil-
lary sites without out the major tower 
build-out; can use in locations where 
lesser customer density but will eas-
ily pay for itself  - typically a spur 
site would run $3000 or less (versus 
a $25,000 tower); gives us significant 
flexibility to acquire more customers.

Website Update
 ■Website is complete but for inclu-
sion of the new payment system, 
SmartHub. Should be rolled out by 
the end of March

Questline
 ■New issue of Questline will be avail-
able April 7th. Feedback from Key 
Accounts is very positive for the 
publication as they find much useful 
information

Marketing Update
 ■Google+page: 47,220 views
 ■Facebook: over 100,000 views on post 
during the February storm making 
our Facebook page a great attribute 
to informing our members of out-
age status; total of 1384 “likes” – 500 
joined during/after the storm.

 Motion was made by Robison to 
adjourn. Motion seconded. Motion 
passed.
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Member 

Exchange

For Sale

■  Women's golf clubs, pearl white 
handles - $100; 36 1/2 X 30 1/2 
glassed gold picture frame - $40; 
38 1/2 X 33 glassed gold picture 
frame - $40; New hummingbird 
shower curtain (beige, tur-
quoise, and gold) - $20; New cat 
tower(tall) - $85; Wool 3 X 5' 
rug (cinnamon) - $50; New whie 
battenberg lace duvet (queen) 
- $40; New Queen comforter 
(blue and white) - $40; Jack 
Lalanne juicer (new) - $50.  Call 
217-856-2100.

Wanted

■  Old gas pump for restoration. 
Also interested in other old gas 
station items and older farm 
pumps. Call 217-273-2725. 
Leave message if no answer.

A Note about Member Exchange

 Your cooperative offers the 
member exchange as a free service 
to our members. Each month we 
continue to receive more and more 
ads via the mail and e-mail and 
it continues to grow. To help us 
continue to provide this service 
for free, we would like you to try 
and keep your ads to a couple of 
items per account and limit the 
number of words to 30.  We try to 
run the ads at length when room 
allows and will continue to do this.  
Member Exchange items need to 
reach us 60 days in advance of the 
publishing month . We reserve the 
right to accept or reject any ad and 
also to edit the ad if needed.

Are you saving as much as possible on 
your Coles-Moultrie Electric bill?
 In recent months we have noticed that some of our members have been los-
ing out on their “sub meter” savings. In order to be sure that you are receiving as 
much savings as possible there are a few things you may need to check. 
 First, make sure that the sub meter is not blank and shows a reading. Second, 
check to make sure that your sub meter breaker is in the “ON” position. This 
breaker in your breaker panel could be located on its own, or put with any other 
240 Volt circuit breakers (95 percent of the time a circuit breaker has either been 
tripped, or shut off, inside of your circuit breaker panel). If ALL of your breakers 
are in the on position, you would need to contact our office to schedule a repre-
sentative of the Cooperative to check out your meter. 
 The only way to receive the discounted rate for your sub-metered heating 
and air conditioning is from the reading obtained by this meter. Unfortunately, 
the cooperative has no way to go back and credit any member’s account that 
may have missed out on potential savings due to an un-energized sub meter. In 
the past, we have tried to keep up with these situations by sending out letters, 
however with very few replies we have decided that it would be best to urge our 
members to please review each month’s bill to be sure that they are receiving the 
proper savings. Thank you for your prompt attention on this matter.

Outage Texting, Now Available!
 We deployed a new service to the member-
ship, the ability to TEXT an electrical outage 
to us.  This service will provide an alternative 
to calling us in an outage situation.  “The new 
service is faster and just as accurate as a phone 
call,” states Cooperative President Kim B. 
Leftwich.  “Almost 60% of Americans cur-
rently text. The percentage for our member-
ship might be slightly less than that, but that 
percentage is increasing. For those who prefer to text, this new service is 
the perfect solution.”
 Here are the steps you need to follow to have the ability to text power 
outages:
1. Call the Cooperative office to make sure we have your cell phone 

number(s) recorded in our system. This is very important. Simply tex-
ting to our main phone number WILL NOT work. 

2. After you have given the Cooperative your cell phone number(s), go 
to our website cmec.coop and register for the service. You can do this 
by clicking on the button that says “click here to sign up for outage 
texting”. The registration process is simple and takes less than two 
minutes. 

3. You will be given an outage “texting number.” Add this number to your 
contacts list on your cell phone so it’s ready when an outage occurs.

 Now you are ready to text us in the event your power goes out. Please call 
the office during normal office hours, 7:30 am-4:30 pm Monday through 
Friday, if you have any questions or comments.




