
Winter Bills
 Heating during cold weather increases energy use and  
contributes to much higher bills. These steps may help:
• Unplug or turn off non-essential lights and appliances
• Use space heaters carefully as they are energy hogs
• Close blinds or shades to reduce heat loss
• Turn down thermostat to 68 degrees or lower

Member Celebration &  
Virtual Annual Meeting
 CMEC held our first Member 
Celebration and Virtual Annual 
Meeting October 26, 2021.

 241 Registered Members
 643 Reached & 283 Views  
  on Facebook
 600 Boxed Lunches provided  
  by Neimerg’s Steakhouse

 13 Bill Credit Winners
Donald Beals, Edward Beard,  
Harold Dalrymple, Nick Daniels,  
Larry Fitzgerald, Edith Floyd,  
Robert Hill, Tim Kastl, Alvie Miller, 
Christine Sawyer, Gayle Strader, 
Jack Strong and Frank Tucker
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P.O. Box 709  
(104 Dewitt Ave., East)
Mattoon, Illinois 61938

Phone: 217/235-0341  
or Toll-Free:  

1-888-661-CMEC (2632)
Office hours:

Monday-Friday 
7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m.

Chairman
Kent Metzger ................. Gays

Vice Chairman
Bill Voyles ...................Sullivan

Secretary
Andrew Fearn .... Charleston

Treasurer
Thomas Sherman ...Humboldt

Directors
Jeffery Hudson ......Charleston
Mike Love ................. Mattoon
Colt Roderick ..................Trilla

President/CEO
Amy Borntrager

To Report an Outage  
call #888-661-2632

Send your current email 
to info@cmec.coop  

for a chance to win a  
$50 bill credit



Thank you, David Bowen, 
for serving our cooperative 

since 1978.

43+ Year Retirement

Employee Service Awards
Shane Ruppert ............................................... 25 Years
Jef White......................................................... 20 Years
Amy Borntrager ............................................. 15 Years
Drew Haumesser ............................................10 Years
Hunter Rawlings .............................................10 Years
Shaun Vester .....................................................5 Years
Kellie Moore ......................................................3 Years
Peter Homan ....................................................... 1 Year
Bill Honchell ........................................................ 1 Year
Nicole Rusk .......................................................... 1 Year

The Gift of Reading
 CMEC, along with Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives, donated new Children’s books 
to the Mattoon Public Library as part of our 
Commitment to the Community.

Pictured above: Beth Pugh, Deputy Director, MPL
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Find Your Name and Win $50
Find your name hidden inside this issue of The Grid and receive a $50 bill credit. Credit must be claimed by 
the end of each month in which this newsletter is published. 

TIPS TO DITCH 
THE SPACE 
HEATER
Space heaters are energy hogs, and older 
models can be extremely dangerous. This 
winter, ditch the space heater and try 
these alternative solutions to stay cozy.

•  Use an electric blanket to keep warm 
during the night.

•  Caulk and weatherstrip around all 
windows and doors to 
prevent heat loss.

•  Consider adding
insulation to 
your attic and 
around
duct work.

Are Portable Space Heaters Efficient  
for My home?
 Small space heaters are meant 
to do exactly as their name says: 
heat a small space. But unfortu-
nately, many people use portable 
space heaters to heat their entire 
home, which can really take a toll 
on energy bills. The truth, whether 
you should use space heaters 
really depends on your home’s 
efficiency and energy needs. 
 If you’re using a space heater 
to compensate for problems in your 
home, like inadequate insulation, 
drafty windows and exterior doors, 
or an inefficient heating system, 
space heaters are not a practical 
solution. Your best bet is to improve 
the overall efficiency of your home. 
 If you’re on a tight budget, 
caulking and weather stripping 
around windows and exterior 
doors is a low-cost, easy way to 
save energy. Depending on the 
size of your home, adding insu-
lation can be a great next step. 
Loose fill insulation typically costs 
$1 to $1.50 per square foot. Taking 
these proactive energy-saving 
measures rather than relying on 
space heaters for supplemental 
warmth can reduce your heating 
and cooling bills for years to come. 
 Perhaps your home is energy 
efficient but you’re cold-natured 
and want a specific room to be 
cozier than the rest. In this case, 
a space heater may work for 
your needs. A good comparison 
is ceiling fans. Ceiling fans in the 
summer are used to cool people, 
not rooms. A space heater can 
be used in a similar way during 
winter months. Only use a space 
heater in small spaces that you’re 

occupying and, if possible, try 
to shut off other rooms to con-
tain the warmth provided by the 
space heater. If you decide to use 
a space heater to heat a small 
area in your home, make sure the 
heater is properly sized for the 
space; most heaters include a gen-
eral sizing table. 
 A word about safety: the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission estimates more than 
25,000 residential fires are associ-
ated with the use of space heat-
ers every year, resulting in more 
than 300 deaths. If you must use 
a space heater, purchase a newer 
model that includes the most cur-
rent safety features and make 
sure it carries the Underwriter’s 
Laboratory (UL) label. Choose a 
thermostatically controlled heater 

to avoid energy waste and over-
heating, and place the heater on a 
level surface away from foot traffic 
when in use. Always keep children 
and pets away from space heaters. 
 Consider alternative ways 
to stay warm like extra layers of 
clothing or UL-approved electric 
blankets. If you have hardwood or 
tile floors, lay down area rugs to 
provide additional insulation (and 
appeal!) and maintain warmth. 
 We know it’s cold out there, 
but remember in addition to safety 
concerns, space heaters can 
greatly increase your energy bills. 
 If you’re looking for alternative 
ways to save energy and increase 
comfort in your home, contact 
CMEC at 888-661-2632 or email 
info@cmec.coop. We’re here to 
help you manage your energy use.

Donald Allen
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Monthly Board Meeting Minutes can be viewed on our website: cmec.coop 

Reasons to Use SmartHub
 Update Account  Information
 Save Time & Money
 Avoid Late Fees
 Check Usage
 Paperless Billing
 Sign Up for Autopay

Solar Billing
CMEC now has a new billing 

format for members who have 
Solar. If you are considering 

Solar, contact us first to get the 
facts either by calling  
217-235-0341 or visit  

https://www.cmec.coop/solar/. 

GOING THE EXTRA MILE
Electric co-ops maintain more miles of power lines per consumer than other electric utilities. Even though 
we power fewer consumers on our lines compared to other utilities, we’ll always go the extra mile for 
you, the consumer-members we proudly serve.

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES
Serve 8 consumer-members per mile of line

OTHER ELECTRIC UTILITIES 
Serve 32 consumers per mile of line

1 mile of power lines

Reminder:
CMEC will no longer sell 
generators to members. 

 
Tip of the Month

Maximize your heating system’s 
performance by inspecting, 

once a month or as needed 
to reduce energy costs and 
prevent potential damage to 
your system.  

Make sure radiators, baseboard 
heaters and warm-air registers 

freely.  

Source: Dept. of Energy
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