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P.O. Box 709  
(104 Dewitt Ave., East)
Mattoon, Illinois 61938

Phone: 217-235-0341  
or Toll-Free:  

888-661-CMEC (2632)
Office hours:

Monday-Friday 
7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m.

Chairman
Kent Metzger ................. Gays

Vice Chairman
Bill Voyles ...................Sullivan

Secretary
Andrew Fearn .... Charleston

Treasurer
Thomas Sherman ...Humboldt

Directors
Jeffery Hudson ......Charleston
Mike Love ................. Mattoon
Colt Roderick ..................Trilla

President/CEO
Amy Borntrager

To Report an Outage  
call 888-661-2632

Send your current email 
to info@cmec.coop  

for a chance to win a  
$50 bill credit

Electric Lineworkers  
Keep the Power Moving
 When people flip a light switch, 
they may not give much thought to 
why or how the light comes on.
Electric lineworkers provide an 
essential service: They work hard to 
install and maintain overhead and 
underground power lines that keep 
electricity flowing. These specialized 
workers are on call 24/7 in case 
severe storms or other circumstances 
cause the power to go out.
 Lineworkers work with high-
voltage electricity, often at great 
heights, in all kinds of weather 
conditions, such as snow, wind, rain, 
ice and extreme heat and cold. The 
work required to maintain the power 
grid is physically demanding. To 
become proficient, most lineworkers 
go through a technical training 
program and first learn on the job 
as apprentices under the careful eye 
of seasoned lineworkers who have 
earned journeyman status.
 When a problem is reported, 
lineworkers must identify the cause 
and fix it. This usually involves 
diagnostic testing using specialized 
equipment and repair work. To 
work on poles, they usually use 
bucket trucks to raise themselves to 
the top of the structure, although 
all lineworkers must be adept at 
climbing poles and towers when 
necessary. Workers use specialized 
safety equipment to keep them 
from falling when climbing utility 
poles and towers.

 Storms and other natural disasters 
can cause extensive damage to 
power lines. When power is lost, our 
cooperative must work quickly to 
restore service to members.
Everyone at CMEC works hard to 
provide reliable service, we not only 
salute our lineworkers, but also all 
our employees who work around the 
clock to keep the power on.



Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

When streaming content, use the 
smallest device that makes sense 
for the number of people watching. 
Avoid streaming on game consoles, 
which use 10 times more power than 
streaming through a tablet or laptop.

Streaming content with electronic 
equipment that has earned the 
ENERGY STAR® rating will 
use 25% to 30% less 
energy than standard 
equipment. 
Source: Dept. of Energy
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Welcome our new Apprentice 
Lineman Gavin Bennett



Find Your Name and Win $50
Find your name hidden inside this issue of The Grid and receive a $50 bill credit. Credit must be claimed by 
the end of each month in which this newsletter is published. 

Manage your
Coles- Moultrie  
Electric    Cooperative
account   with    SmartHub

• Report outages
• View and compare 

usage data
• Set usage thresholds  

and alerts
• Receive bill reminders
• Pay your bill quickly

The Perks of  
Being a Member

Be Prepared
 Many of our members have 
medical concerns such as being on 
oxygen. We encourage all members 
to have a plan in case of prolonged 
power outages or emergencies. 
CMEC is always watching the 
weather and mother nature can 
be devasting. Our mission never 
changes. CMEC will restore power 
as quickly and safely as possible. 
Visit redcross.org, ready.gov 
and safeelectricity.org for more 
information on how to be prepared.

One of the benefits of being a member is our cooperative 
operates at cost and allocates margins back to our members 
in the form of capital credits. We have updated our Un-
claimed Capital Credit List on our website, cmec.coop. If 
your name or the name of a relative is on this list, please 
contact our office.
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Our office will be closed 
Friday, April 15,  

in observance of  
Good Friday

Reminder
 CMEC Scholarship 
Applications are due April 
30, 2022. Applications can  
be downloaded from our 
website, picked up in our 
lobby, or requested by  
contacting our office.



Monthly Board Meeting Minutes can be viewed on our website: cmec.coop 
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Plan to Call Before You Dig 
 Digging without locating underground utilities could leave neighborhoods 
in the dark, cause thousands of dollars in damages, or cause severe electrical 
shock. This is true regardless of how much area your project will cover or 
whether you consider the job to be large or small. To help stay safe, make 
use of the national underground utility locating service for free by calling 811.
 The 811 “Call Before You Dig” number will route you to your local utility 
locating service. Make sure to tell the operator where and when you plan 
to dig and what type of work you will be doing. From there, it takes a few 
business days for a professional to come mark your public utilities with flags 
or spray paint.
 There are different colors of paint and flags that mark the underground 
utilities, and each color is universal to what utility is buried.

  Red .......... Electric
  Orange ... Communications, telephone/CATV
  Blue ......... Potable water
  Green ...... Sewer/drainage
  Yellow ..... Gas/petroleum pipeline
  Purple ..... Reclaimed water
    WhiteWhite ...... Premark site of intended excavation

 Even if you previously had utilities located by calling 811, it is best to call  
before every digging project. Underground utilities can shift, and it is important  
to be certain of where they are before ever putting a shovel in the ground.
 Please understand that 811 locators do not locate privately installed 
facilities. If you have any private utilities, you will need to hire a private utility 
locator. Examples of private utilities include underground sprinkler system, 
invisible fences, data communication systems, private water systems, or gas 
piping to a garage.
 Once all your underground utilities have been located, it is time to start 
digging, but be sure to wear all the proper protective gear before putting the 
shovel into the earth.
 For more information about 811 and digging safety, visit Call811.com  
and SafeElectricity.org.

Douglas Reeder


