
82nd Member Celebration 
and Annual Meeting

• 383 registered members
• 500 boxed meals
• 474 shakeups

• 400 giveaway buckets
• 10 bill credit winners 

drawn

Thank you to all our members who participated! 

from CMEC! 

The office will 
 be closed  
Dec. 23, 26  
and Dec. 30  
and Jan. 2. 

LIGHTING THE WAY
2022 Annual Report
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P.O. Box 709  
(104 Dewitt Ave., East)
Mattoon, Illinois 61938

Phone: 217-235-0341  
or Toll-Free:  

888-661-CMEC (2632)
Office hours:

Monday-Friday 
7:30a.m. - 4:30p.m.

Chairman
Kent Metzger ..................Gays

Vice Chairman
Bill Voyles ..................Sullivan

Secretary
Andrew Fearn ....Charleston

Treasurer
Thomas Sherman ...Humboldt

Directors
Jeffery Hudson .....Charleston
Mike Love ................. Mattoon
Colt Roderick .................Trilla

President/CEO
Amy Borntrager

To Report an Outage  
call 888-661-2632

Send your current email 
to info@cmec.coop  

for a chance to win a  
$50 bill credit



Why Smarthub?
Do all this and more with a  
touch, swipe or tap:

• Pay bill
• Check usage
• Go paperless
• Update information
• View history
• Sign up for autopay

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month
Blocked air vents force your 
heating system to work harder than 
necessary and increase pressure 
in the ductwork, which can cause 
cracks and leaks to form. Make 
sure all air vents are unobstructed 
from furniture, drapes or other 
items to ensure sufficient circulation 
throughout your home. If necessary, 
purchase a vent extender, which 
can be placed over a vent 
to redirect air flow from  
underneath furniture. 
Source: energy.gov

Why Budget Billing?
 Budget Billing allows members to plan what they are 
going to pay each month instead of waiting to find out 
what their bill is based on their usage. This helps avoid 
past-due payments or guard against large fluctuations 
in your payment due to seasonal weather. Sign up 
today at cmec.coop and email info@cmec.coop for 
ways to save.

Cooperative Canines
 Check out the Mattoon Community Dog Park, a block from our 
office at the 200 block of Shelby Avenue. Many of our members  
are already using this great space. The city plans to make additions 
to the park in phases over the next three years. Check out more at 
mattooncommunitydogpark.com.
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N e w  Y e a r s  
SAFETY RESOLUTIONS

Consider these safety-themed resolutions this year. 

They will help keep you and others safe!

Do not drive distracted, especially near or in work zones.

Do not place a cell phone on bedding or under a pillow.

If you see a downed power line, stay away and call 

9-1-1.

If you are in a car accident involving a downed line, do

not get out.

Do not take on electrical work if you are not qualified.

Never use a portable generator indoors, in a garage or 

in an enclosed area.

Test GFCI outlets monthly to ensure they are working.

Ensure your home’s electrical system is up to code. 

Look up and look out for overhead power lines when

working outside. 

Call 8-1-1 prior to your next digging project.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.



Find Your Name and Win $50
Find your name hidden inside this issue of The Grid and receive a $50 bill credit. Credit must be claimed 
by the end of each month in which this newsletter is published. 

Distribution Automation Technician  
Ernie Sparks

Controller Aimee Boswell

We are currently hiring an Information Technology Technician. 
Please send resumes to ahoene@cmec.coop.

Reminder
The IEC scholarship applica-

tion deadline is Dec. 31, 2022. 
Apply online at aiec.coop.

 CMEC Lineman Grant Cooper 
placed in several events at 
the 2022 Annual Lineworker’s 
Safety Rodeo.
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Making Spirits Bright
 Look no further than Hager’s Tree Farm for your Christmas tree 
this season. They are in our service territory at 9791 N. CR 2250 E in 
Ashmore. Check out their website at hagertreefarm.com. They are 
open 1-6 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday-Sunday. 
Hager’s is listed as one of the Top 10 Tree Farms in Illinois. 
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Monthly Board Meeting Minutes can be viewed on our website: cmec.coop 

Craig Vandeveer
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Stay Safe During Severe Winter Weather

A Storm is Always Ready

Once your kit is assembled, check it a few 
�mes a year to make sure ba�eries are 
fresh and that no one has borrowed a 
necessary item. 

Learn more at:

ARE YOU?

When Mother Nature threatens a severe 
storm, be ready by having an emergency 
kit on hand. 

Bo�les of water
Nonperishable food
Portable phone charger

Flashlights
Ba�eries 
Can opener

First-aid supplies
Hand sani�zer
Prescrip�ons

Pain reliever
Warm clothing
Blankets

Ba�ery-operated radio
Toys, books and games
Important documents

Money
Baby supplies 
Pet supplies

YOUR KIT SHOULD INCLUDE:

 When severe winter 
weather hits, power outages 
can occur. Roadways can 
be dangerous. Do all you 
can to prepare your pantry, 
home and car for the next 
severe winter storm. Once 
you are ready, watch and 
listen for weather bulletins 
mentioning winter storms, 
blizzard warnings or wind-
chill dangers.
 Supplies for the storm: 
At home, have enough 
nonperishable food, water 
and medical supplies/
medicines for 72 hours. 
The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention suggest 
storing one gallon of water 
per person per day. Have cell 
phones and chargers, as well 
as backup charger sources, 
ready. Gather important 
documents and medical 
records. Protect your pets 
and make sure you have 
enough supplies for them  
as well. Also have these  
items ready: a first-aid kit,  
a flashlight and batteries, 
hand sanitizer, blankets and 
warm clothing.
 Readying the house: 
Weatherproof your home 
ahead of winter by caulking 
windows and doors and 
looking for other air leaks 
that need attention. Inspect 
chimney flues for wood 
stoves or wood-burning 
fireplaces. Install smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors 
on each floor of your home. 
Protect pipes from freezing.

 Prepare your vehicle 
with an emergency kit: 
According to Consumer 
Reports, it can be cheaper  
to buy a prepared 
emergency kit than to 
purchase items individually. 
A kit typically includes 
battery booster cables, 
an ice scraper, a portable 
shovel, flashlights, a 
signaling cone, backup 
batteries for the flashlight, 
roadside triangles, a 
reflective vest, a basic first-
aid kit (add what is needed  
for individual needs) and a 
cell-phone charger.
 In addition, your car or 
truck should also be stocked 
with gloves, a blanket, a rain 
poncho, wipes, rags, boots 
and a hat. It cannot hurt  
to also have bottled water 
and nonperishable snacks  
in your vehicle in case you 
get stranded.
 Prepare your vehicle: 
Complete annual 
maintenance, test the car 
battery and cooling system, 
use winter tires and replace 
them if the tread is less than 
2/32 of an inch, check tire 
pressure and wiper blades, 
add wiper fluid rated for less 
than minus 30 degrees and 
keep the gas tank at least 
half full.
 Know that when the 
power goes out, we work 
hard to restore it safely 
and efficiently. For more 
information about electrical 
safety or storm preparation, 
visit SafeElectricity.org. 


